Management of cardiac adverse events occurring with sunitinib treatment.
Sunitinib malate is the reference standard of care for the first-line treatment of metastatic renal cell carcinoma (mRCC). Cardiovascular adverse events (AEs) have been observed with sunitinib treatment. Here, we present the case report of a 49-year-old male patient with mRCC in whom cardiac AEs experienced during sunitinib treatment were successfully managed. The patient was at poor prognostic risk, with an Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group performance status of 3. The patient was treated with sunitinib 50 mg/day (4 weeks on treatment followed by 2 weeks off treatment; Schedule 4/2) following lung and bone metastases. Cardiac AEs occurred following sunitinib initiation. These events were resolved with cardiovascular co-medication. Sunitinib improved the patient's quality of life and performance status, with a prolonged duration of treatment of 24 months. This case indicates that cardiac AEs should not be a barrier to the effective use of sunitinib in mRCC.